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Innovation Network

ÅUs, in a nutshell. We seek to make evaluation accessible to everyone in the 
social sector by being a friendly expert, collaborating, sharing ideas, and 
building knowledge and practice.

ÅWe are committed to social good. We contribute to social good through 
use-driven, actionable, high-quality research and evaluation that leads to 
improved programs and policies.

Innovation Network is a nonprofit evaluation, research, and 
consulting firm. We provide knowledge and expertise to help 
nonprofits and funders learn from their work to improve their results.



Social Movement 
Learning Project

Å Develop knowledge about how 
philanthropy engages with, 
supports, and evaluates social 
movements

Å Design more useful and 
appropriate planning and 
evaluation tools and approaches

Å So that more funders can support 
movements



Guiding Questions

How do social 
movements relate 
to activities such 
as organizing and 

advocacy?

How do you know 
that a movement 

is successful?

How do social 
movements relate 
to activities such 
as organizing and 

advocacy?

How do you know 
that a movement 

is healthy?



Research Base

ÅOver 50 conversations with 
funders, movement-
builders, and evaluators

ÅA review of 80 articles 
from academic 
and practitioner 
sources



What do funders need?

Better movement literacy to help them gain clarity about how movements are distinct from 
other types of social change and to understand the range of actors, strategies, and tactics 
that are typically deployed during the different stages of a movement.

Information about the spectrum of opportunities to support movements, and tools 
and metrics to help them plan, identify, and justify support for a wider range of 
movement strategies.

A new frame and measures to assess the success and progress of movement activity to help 
them justify and maintain long-term support to social movements. 



Agenda Review

1. Social movement 
theory of change

2. Existing evaluation 
guidance

3. Power-building 
concepts and 
indicators 


